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On a tv show I was watching recently one of the characters, a 

mother of a newborn, asks a friend if she thinks she should have her baby 

baptized. In his response he tells her that baptism is a kind of “spiritual in-

surance.” She then asks a pseudo-priest (it isn’t worth the space to explain 

why he was not a real priest) the same question. He responds in similar fash-

ion, implying that it is baptism will get her baby into heaven someday. 

 

As I watched and listened to this interaction, I cringed at the theology being 

expressed. “How could they…,” I thought to myself. But then I realized that 

the theology presented there was probably a common understanding of bap-

tism – that baptism is the ticket to heaven. That may be a common under-

standing, but it is not a Lutheran understanding. 

 

So, what is a Lutheran understanding of  that baptism? 
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The obvious place to begin is with Luther’s Small Catechism. In his explana-

tion about the sacrament Luther asserts that baptism is God’s word connected 

to the water. The “word” is God’s promise to love the person being baptized, a 

promise of the forgiveness of sin, new life and salvation.  

 

But doesn’t that seem to imply that baptism promises God’s salvation for a 

person? 

 

Yes. In baptism we believe that God promises to love, forgive, and save the 

baptized. But it does not say that God only loves, forgives, and saves people 

who are baptized. God’s love is not limited to those who have water poured 

over their heads in a church rite, as if the church somehow can control whom 

God loves. 

 

Rather, baptism is a gift from God for the assurance of the baptized. The water 

is a tangible sign of those promises. As Luther would describe it, the water be-

comes a physical reminder of God’s love for the baptized. Whenever someone 

may doubt God’s love them, Luther would say, remember the waters of bap-

tism and God’s promises. 

 

The analogy that I use that seems to make the most sense is my wedding ring. 

My wife does not love me because I wear a wedding ring. Rather, the wedding 

ring is there as a reminder to me of my wife’s love for me. In the same way, 

God doesn’t love me because I am baptized, but rather the waters of baptism 

are a physical reminder to me of God’s promised love. 

 

Our “spiritual insurance” is the love of God through Jesus Christ. Baptism is 

the gift from God to help us remember God’s promise of that love for us. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Knowles 
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The in-person and virtual April 2021 Council meeting was called to order at 6:35 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 21st by President Chip Johnson. All ten members were 
present.  Pastor Knowles opened with a prayer.  The minutes of the March meeting 
were approved.   The Treasurer’s report for March featured a prorated surplus of 
$1,133.  Pastor Knowles confirmed that the Executive Committee granted Office 
Administrator Trish Myers a short leave of absence.    Her duties will be aptly 
covered during this time.  For any issues, members are asked to call or email the 
church office as usual.  We voted that $1,000 be requested from the Endowment 
Team to support Grace Place on the Northern Illinois University campus in 
DeKalb.  (Recall that former St. James intern Mack Patrick is now pastor 
there.)  We also voted that $1,000 be requested from Endowment to support the 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center (LOMC).  The LOMC has a shortfall of funds due 
to cancellation of summer camp for the second time because of COVID-19.   Formal 
requests to the Endowment Team for both of these causes will be made shortly.  The 
Property Committee has accepted a bid for new flooring for the former Youth 
Room, which was damaged last year by a faucet leak.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:08 p.m.   

Our Council thanks Jo Kempf, who is doing the newsletter this month.  

 

Respectfully, 
Luanne Beinke, 
Council Secretary 

St. James Council Highlights, April 2021 
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We will begin a study of the Book of Acts via Zoom Tuesday evening at 

6:30 pm beginning April 27th. If you would like to be a part of  the study 

you can find the Zoom link in the calendar on St. James’ webpage 

(www.stjamesri.org). The link will be in the calendar each week we are 

meeting. To get the link:  

 - go to the webpage 

 -click on the link at the top of the homepage for calendar 

 -navigate to today’s date 

 -click on the link for the Zoom Bible study 

 -at the bottom of the event pop-up click on the link for “more     

   details” 

 -click on “join Zoom Meeting” - you will enter a waiting room 

 -the host will then let you into the meeting. 

It is possible to participate with a computer without a camera. You will be 

able to see other participants but they will not be able to see you. 

If you have questions or problems joining, please send me and email. 

Pastor Knowles 

 

 

 

The first Adopt-A-Highway for 2021 will be at 2:00 pm on Friday, May 7. If 
you would like to join in the fun and help beautify this well-traveled street, 
meet at the eastern parking lot of Mel McKay park in South Rock Island. 
This lot is only accessible from 14th Street West. 

All of the equipment including safety vests, gloves, garbage bags, grabbers, 
and garbage bag holders will be provided. Please wear sturdy shoes. 

We will maintain the recommended 6 foot minimum physical separa-

tion. Couples may work together as we have in the past. 

Weekly Bible Study 
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Worship News 

Sunday May 2nd 

First Reading 
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 
Psalm 22:25-31 
Second Reading 
1 John 4:7-21 
Gospel 
John 15:1-8 
 

Sunday May 9th 

First Reading 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 
Psalm 98 
Second Reading 
1 John 5:1-6 
Gospel 
John 15:9-17 
 

Sunday May 16th 

First Reading 
Acts 1:15-17. 21-26 
Psalm 
Psalm 1 
Second Reading  
1 John 5:9-13 
Gospel 
John 17:6-19 
 
Sunday May 23rd 

First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 
Psalm 104:24-34. 35b  
Second Reading  
Romans  8:22-27 
Gospel 
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 
Sunday May 30th 

First Reading 
Isaiah 6:1-8   
Psalm 
Psalm 29  
Second Reading  
Romans  8:12-17 
Gospel 
John 3:1-17 

Please Note: hospitals are again 

allowing pastoral visits. If they would like 

Pastor to visit in the hospital please make 

sure they let him know  (815) 866-9595.                               

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The financial snapshot at St. James at the end of the 

first quarter of 2021 is a good one. Faithful support 

from our members is allowing us to pay all of our 

obligations and still end the quarter with a surplus in 

the Operating Fund. Receipts for the first quarter are 

23.9% of budget and expenses are 23.2% of budget. 

To help people in our community we have sent 

$2,115 to food pantries and Churches United. 

Thanks and appreciation to all of our supporters! 

Doug Nelson, Treasurer 

 

Stewardship/Finance Team Meeting will 

be held May 17th @4:00pm via Zoom. 

 

St. James Executive Committee will not 

meet this month.  

 

St. James Council will meet via Zoom May 

19th @ 6:30pm via Zoom. 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-4/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-4/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-4/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-18/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-18/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-18/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-25/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-25/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-25/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-25/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-4-11/0#
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Birthdays: 
Kourtney Terry    05/01 

Stacy Miles    05/03 

Karen Carlson    05/03 

Peg Simmer    05/03 

Judy Fox     05/08 

Ian Empen     05/09 

Jerry Johansen    05/10 

Nils Empen    05/11 

Carolyn Ohlsen    05/11 

Elizabeth Trujillo (McGuire)  05/13 

Freda Heinrich    05/15 

Myla Vandygriff    05/16 

Leah Hodge    05/17 

Richard Resch    05/20 

John Deisenroth    05/25 

Lynda Love    05/27 

Deborah Kalondo   05/29 

A.J. Suits     05/29 

Doris Winter    05/29 

 

Anniversaries: 
Judy & Jerry Johansen  05/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Celebrate 

 
 

 

 

Close out sale! Help support small-scale farmers with Equal 

Exchange 

 

½ Price Sale  
We have decided to close out our Equal Exchange items for now.  Use 

the provided envelope for your half-price donation. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

8:30am  

 Worship (SJ) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

3 

 

4 

6:30pm  Bible 

Study Via 

Zoom (SJ) 

5 

6:15pm Bible 

Study (AS) 

6 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

7 

 

Office Closed 

 

8 

 

9 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

10 

6:30pm  

Jr. Board © 

11 

6:15pm Vestry 

30/31  Book 

Club (c) 

12 

9:00am FOOF 

(C) 

6:15pm Bible 

Study (AS) 

 

13 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

14 

 

Office Closed 

15 

 

16 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

17 

4:00pm  

Stewardship/

Finance  Via 

Zoom (SJ)  

18 

6:30pm  Bible 

Study Via 

Zoom (SJ) 

19 

6:30pm  

Council Via 

Zoom 

20 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 
 

21 

 

Office Closed 

22 

23 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 
 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

 25 

6:30pm  Bible 

Study Via 

Zoom (SJ) 

26 

6:15pm Bible 

Study (AS) 

27 

6:30pm Cub 

Scouts (C) 

28 

 

Office Closed 

29 

 

 

 

30 

8:30am  

Worship (SJ) 

10:30am 

Worship (AS) 

31 

Memorial 

Day 

Office Closed 

     

May 2021 
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

St. James Lutheran Church 
A RIC Congregation 

3145 31st Ave 
Rock Island, IL 61201 

 
Phone: 309-786-0503 

E-mail: saintjamesri@gmail.com 

 

Did you know St. James has a Facebook 

page?  

Check us out and give us a like! 

Facebook.com/saintjamesri/ 

 

 

 

If you are not on Facebook you can find photos 

on our flickr page!  

www.stjamesri.org//photo-gallery 

St. James a Reconciling In Christ  

Congregation 

In our awareness that we are all broken people, we re-

joice in God’s abundant grace. Therefore, we welcome all 

who are seeking God’s love and forgiveness regardless of 

national origin or ancestry, gender identity, sexual orien-

tation, age, abilities, beliefs, political views, financial re-

sources or family status.  

There will always be a place for you at St. James. 

*Adopted on June 11, 2017* 

For more information check out Reconciling Works at 

www.reconcilingworks.org  


